
GRACE  NOTES  

2025 

                                                     
ADVENT 

November 30 - First Sunday  
December 7 - Second Sunday  
December 14 - Third Sunday  

December 21 - Fourth Sunday  
December 24 - Christmas Eve  

 
CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION/ 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
Wednesday, December 24 @ 7:00pm. 
A service for all ages as we celebrate 

the birth of Christ our Lord and Savior.  
Holy Communion will be celebrated 

and the service will end with                                                         
candlelight and the  

                                                                                     singing of Silent Night.   

 

Grace Lutheran Church 
146 High St, Wadsworth  44281 

 
Our Mission Statement 

Grace is a community, building its 
tradition through the sharing of the 
good news of Jesus and caring for 

all God’s children. 

 

 

See page 3 for 
more information.   
 
A unique worship 
experience! 



 

 But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be 

afraid, for see, I am 
bringing you good 

news of great joy for 
all the people.” 

 -Luke 2:10 
 

 
Some version of the 
phrase “do not be 

afraid” is printed dozens of times in the Bible.  
 
This was the reminder God gave Hagar in the 
wilderness when she was exiled with her son. These words were uttered by prophets in the 
Hebrew scriptures, speaking a word of peace in the midst of oppression. These are the words the 
angels spoke to Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds at the dawning of Jesus’s birth. 
 
In a world full of fear, we are called to hold on to hope. This Advent, we will explore our theme: 
What do you fear? Insisting on hope this Advent.  
 
This Advent theme takes seriously the angels’ message and trusts that Christ’s birth truly is good 
news of great joy for all people. Fear can divide and paralyze us and even be used as a tool for 
oppression. But what if we formed a different relationship with fear? Can we acknowledge fear 
without letting it rule us? Might we catalyze our fears into love and action? What if naming our fears 
helps us see more clearly how God is breaking in and where God is at work? 
 
There are many ways for you to engage our theme this Advent: 

Our Advent devotional is available digitally and in print. The digital version can be found in our 
weekly Monday email. 

Advent calendars for all ages are available to mark the season. 
Bible studies, prayers, and more are available at church and on our social media pages. Read 

on for all our Advent and Christmas offerings. 
 

Join me in prayer:  
 
Dear Jesus, bless our faith community this Advent. Help us recognize our fears and transform them 
into hope and action for the sake of the world. Guide me as I prepare for your coming into the world. 
Amen. 

-Pastor Morgan 

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE 
CLOSED: 
Wednesday, December 24 
Thursday, December 25 
Friday, December 26 
(maybe) 
Wednesday, December 31 
Thursday, January 1 
 
 

DECEMBER 7 FOLLOWING 
WORSHIP - CONGREGATION 

MEETING TO APPROVE THE 2026 
PROPOSED BUDGET. 

 



FIRST FRIDAY 
December 5  

Santa Claus is Coming to Town 
Grace won’t be participating in First Friday,  

but the downtown will be beautiful.   

Sunday After Christmas Breakfast Church 
Fellowship Hall - 9:00am 

 

We can’t wait to join together the Sunday after Christmas for our first ever 
Breakfast Church!  We will gather in the Fellowship Hall around the table 

to share in music, conversation, and worship as we celebrate the 
Christmas season. 

 

All are invited to bring a breakfast item to share, (a sign-up sheet is 
located in the Gathering Space), along with baby wipes and diaper 

donations of any size in honor of the baby Jesus. 
 

Invite your family, friends and neighbors to join us for this unique 
Christmas worship experience  



Praying for Nancy Blewitt, Ray Buck, Marilyn Chapman, Jim 
Crawford (Bill Young’s friend), Kim Donovan, Vicki Graf, Rae Jean 
Heberling, Jon Hibian, Cindy Kindig, Debbie Liddy, Jan Louis, 
Sandy Miracle, Carol Prentiss, Carol Ratajczyk, Angie Sass (friend 
of Melissa Otanicar), Emily Schott (friend of Melissa Otanicar), 
David Snyder, Isla Stewart (Walt & Cindy Kindig’s granddaughter), 
Maida White.  
 
Praying for those serving in the Armed Forces – Sam Adams, 
Antonio Buccino, Aaron Burnham, Bryan Chapman, Dan Hines, 
Ryan Crymes, Matthew McMillen, Michael Mogg. 

 

Artful Souls will meet on Thursday, December 11 at 10:00am.  We’ll gather in 
the Fireplace Room where we’ll be working on our own personal, individual 
projects.  Feel free to bring along whatever project you wish to work on.  There 
will be materials provided to complete a prayer journal like we did in November in 
case you missed that meeting.  Thank you to Esther for her willingness to return 
with her supplies and instruct anyone who’s interested! 



COMMUNITY  
DINNER 

December 9 @ 5:00 pm. 
Sign up at the Communications Table 

if you’d like to 
help!   

Volunteers are 
encouraged to be 
here at 3:00-3:30.  

Doors open for 
serving at 4:15pm. 

You are invited to join us to play 

euchre (whether you’re a pro, novice 

or would like to learn). The date is 

Friday, December 19
th

. Our evening 

begins at 6:30 p.m. with snacks and 

fellowship. The euchre game begins 

promptly at 6:00 pm and ends at 9:15 

pm.  Please bring 

snacks to share.  

Please sign up at the 

Communications 

Table. 

2026 Offering Envelopes are available 
in the Gathering Space, beginning 

December 7.  
 
If you are a ‘regular’ visitor, but not a 
‘member’ and you would like 
envelopes, please see Cathy.  
 
Those persons who use 
the automatic 
withdrawal are assigned 
a number for statement 
purposes.  
 
 

LOOK, LOOK, LOOK . . .  
we are currently collecting  

• Aluminum Cans - leave the pop tabs on, rinse them and bag them 
• Coffee (decaf and regular), socks, hats, gloves for Haven of Rest, Akron 

Follow us on Social Media 

Are you on Instagram and Facebook? 
Now, you can subscribe to our YouTube 
channel too! Follow our church pages for 
even more updates, photos, devotions, 

and more!  
 

 

 

@GraceLutheranWadsworth 

Peace, Grace Lutheran, 
God’s blessings are many and give us much to appreciate this 
Thanksgiving.  We are grateful for your partnership in ministry and 
all that you have shared with us and the many campers of 
HopeWood Outdoors.  Thank you! 
 

Drew, Terry, Taylor, Jillian, Tony, Hannah  
The staff at HopeWood Outdoors  

(Pastor Morgan serves on the board.  I hope I got all the names correct -  
some were hard to read). 



Stewardship Updates: Building, Sharing, and Caring 
Generously 

We give thanks for your generosity in response to our 
fall Stewardship appeal. We joyfully received 61 Intent 

to Give cards, meeting our goal and allowing us to 
receive our challenge gifts totaling $5,000. Of those, 33 
cards indicated an increase in generosity for next year. 

With this response, we hope we will be able to: 
 

• Keep up with ongoing expenses and increased 
costs. 

• Continue our sanctuary sound system project. 
• Continue expanding children’s, youth, and family 

ministries. 
 

Your continued generosity will help us meet our goals and continue our mission at Grace 
Lutheran Church. Thanks be to God for all the ways you bless this community and our life 

together as we continue Building, Sharing, and Caring Generously. 

Advent Bible Study - Thursdays at 7:30pm 
 
Our Advent Bible study will more deeply explore our Advent theme, 
What do you fear? Insisting on hope this Advent. 
Advent Bible study will meet on the following days:  

December   4:  In-person (Gathering Space) and on Zoom 
December 11:  In-person (Gathering Space) and on Zoom 
December 18:  Pub Theology at a location to be advised 
 

The Zoom link for Bible study can be found in our Monday email updates or by emailing Pastor 
Morgan at pastormorganannable@gmail.com.  

Volunteers are always welcome to lector, 
serve as Communion assistants, ushers and 
Fellowship. Please consider volunteering for 
any of these ‘duties’.  Your help is much 
appreciated (and essential).  If you can help, 
there’s a sign-up sheet on the 
Communications Table.  
 

For Christmas Eve, we need: 
3 Communion Assistants - we have 1 
4 ushers - we have 1 
Already have a lector  
 
 

 

The Card Creators invite you to work 

on cards.  If you’re interested, please 

join them on December 4 at 9:30 at 

the church (library).  It looks like fun.  

The cards are then sent to our shut-

ins for special 

occasions and 

sometimes just 

for thinking of 

you.  

 

 

mailto:pastormorganannable@gmail.com


REMEMBERING  WITH SPECIAL PRAYERS and GREETINGS  
THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON . . .  

 

Pastors Chris & Barbara  
        Bartholomew 
390 Meadowbrook Dr 
Wadsworth  OH  44281 
 
Raymond Buck 
381 N Avon Ave 
Wadsworth  OH  44281 
 
Marilyn Chapman 
Apostolic Christian Home 
10680 Steiner Rd 
Rittman  OH  44270 
 
Lois Derr 
10099 Dale Dr 
Wadsworth  OH  44281 
 
Rae Jean Heberling 
125 Euclid Ave 
Wadsworth  OH  44281 
 
Cindy Kindig 
8071 Leatherman Rd 
Wadsworth  OH  44281 
 
 

Debbie Liddy 
874 Nottingham Dr 
Medina  OH  44256 
 
Harold & Catherine Lundstrom 
c/o Dave & Diane Tenley 
670 Farr Ave 
Wadsworth  OH  44281 
 
Sandra Miracle 
The Inn at Coal Ridge 
1300 CoalRidge Pkwy 
Wadsworth  OH  44281 
 
Carol Prentiss 
3757 S Cleveland-Massillon 
Rd, Apt 13 
Norton  OH  44203 
 
David Snyder 
244 N Pardee St 
Wadsworth  OH  44281 
 
 
 
 
 

Maida White 
Greenview Assisted Living, 
Room D-27 
4000 Massillon Rd 
Uniontown  OH  44685 
 
Lucille Worrell  
Concordia at Sumner 
3650 Chestnut Chase 
Copley  OH  44321 
 
And anyone else you think would 
appreciate a card or call.  If you 
need an address or phone 
number, please call the office.   

 
 

 

 
Frank & Cindy Zimmerman - 

December 18 - 
54 years 

 
Roger & Pam Blubaugh -  

December 20 -  
39 years 

 

 

   1 Bill Young 

   6 Jordan Rahe 
  7 Christina Klein 
  8 Amy Akermann 
16       Zachary Kurt 
19 Jan Pifer 
 

  20 Heidi Cichon 
  27 Ruth Bills 
           Eve Hartman 
  28 Pat Rahn - 85 
  29 Jon Hibian 
  31 Aimee Lingel 
 



The practice of the Poinsettia Fund was established at Grace Church a long 

time ago. Rather than have a large number of poinsettias on our altar at 

Christmas, we order several plants. You may make a donation (any amount) to 

this fund. All dedications will be published with the Christmas Eve bulletin.   

 

Disbursement of the proceeds will be decided by the council.  Thank you for 

your generosity during this holiday season. 

 

If you care to donate to the Poinsettia Fund, please fill out the form below and return it to the church NO 

LATER THAN SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025.  

In Memory of 
_________________________________________________________________ 

As a Thankoffering  
_________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of  
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
From ____________________________________________________________ 

OFFICE HOURS (330-335-6501) 
Monday, 9:00am-1:00pm 
Tuesday, 9:00am-1:00pm 

Wednesday – OFFICE CLOSED 
Thursday, 9:00am-1:00pm 

Friday, 9:00am-1:00pm 
Pastor Morgan Annable 

(pastor’s workdays are Sunday through Thursday -  
please call to make an appointment if you wish to 

meet with her.  
Cathy Byers, Office Administrator 

Max Miller, Council President 
Kalyn Davis, Organist 
Bill Young, Custodian 

We appreciate the important, continuing 
support of the congregation.  If you’d like 
to mail your offering to the office, please 
include your offering envelope and send 
to:   
 
146 High St, Wadsworth  OH  44281  
 
or  
 
PO Box 406, Wadsworth  OH  44282
     

We continue to collect ALUMINUM 
CANS for recycle.  ONLY aluminum 
cans - no food cans or aluminum foil.  
Please bag the cans.  Please leave the 
tabs on the cans.  
Please rinse the cans.    
Thank you to Bill & 
Gayle Hall for taking 
the cans to PCS 
Recycling in Barberton.    
 

We hope you’re enjoying (and opening) our new 

email format - it comes to you from “Grace Lutheran 

Church” through a program called “Constant 

Contact”.  It’s still from me.  It’s fun to work with and 

I’m getting better at it.  This program allows me to 

see how many people opened it and gives me all 

kinds of information.   cb  (and we don’t share any 

information.) 



 
 

Wadsworth Footlighters’  
Upcoming Show 

 
Dear Mrs. Claus 

 
December 11, 12 & 13 at 7:30pm 

December 14 at 2:30pm 
 

At Grace Lutheran Church  

November 21 - Wadsworth Candlelight Walk  
 
Wadsworth Footlighters and Grace Lutheran 
Church hosted a vendor show featuring many 
different local crafts.   
 
Here are some of the guests: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And a couple more on the following page . . .  



And the welcome at the King Street entrance: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was all very well done!!! 
 
Thank you to Barb and Cory Ott for their 
hard work in making this happen. 
 

 
Pastor Morgan and church family, 
We want to thank you for keeping Carol Ratajczyk in 
prayers during this difficult year.  Please accept this 
donation from our hearts.  She’s doing so much better.  
 

Love,  
Karen & Keith Ratajczyk 

 
Haven of Rest donations thus far in 2025: 
 
 29 cans/bags of coffee   172 pair of socks 
   3 hats       16 pair of underwear 
 13 pair of gloves  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

WORSHIP 
Sunday 9:00  

 
Thursday 

6:30  
Bible Study 

7:30 
 
 

GS -   
    Gathering   
    Space 
FR -   
     Fireplace 
     Room 
L - Library 
S - Sanctuary 
N - Nursery 

FL - 
Footlighters 
 
HS - Head 
Start 
 
KM - 
Kindermusik  
 

WWC 
Wadsworth 
Women’s Club 
 
AA 
Alcoholics 
Anonymous 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
6:30 Bal 
Class 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
6:30 AA (FR) 

4 
9:30 Card 
Creaters (L) 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Worship 
7:30 Bible 
Study 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 First 
Friday 

6 

7 
9:00 Worship 
10:00 Cong 
Meeting- 
Budget 
 
 
 
6:00 Conf 

8 
1:00 WWC Bd 
(GS) 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
6:30 Bal 
Class 

9 
Cathy out  
 
 
 
 
5:00 
Community 
Dinner 

10 
Cathy out 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 AA (FR) 

11 
Cathy out 
 
10:00 Artful 
Souls (FP) 
10:30 Finance 
6:30 Worship 
7:30 Bible Study 
7:30 FL Perf  
(FH) 

12 
Cathy out 
10:00 KM (N) 
 
 
 
 
7:30 FL Perf 
(FH) 

13 
10:00 KM (N) 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 FL Perf 
(FH) 

14 
9:00 Worship 
 
 
2:30 FL Perf 
(FH) 
 
 
          
 
 

15 
10:00 KM (N) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Bal 
Class 

16 
9:30 City of 
Wads 
Employee 
Party 
 
10:00 KM (N) 
 
  
7:00 Council 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 Trease 
Rd Christmas 
Show (S) 
6:30 AA (FR) 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Worship 
7:30 Pub 
Theology 
(TBA) 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Euchre 

20 

21 
9:00 Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Bal 
Class 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 
7:00 Worship 
 

25 
 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 

 
Office Closed 

26 27 

28 

9:00 
Breakfast 
Church (FH) 

 

1:00 Family 
Ice Skating—
Lock 3, 
Akron 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Bal  
Class 

30 

 

31 

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

 

1 

New Year’s Day  

Office Closed 

 

 

 

  

DECEMBER  2025 


