
 

 
The church office will be closed on Monday, 

September 1,  
in observance of Labor Day.   

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

146 High St, Wadsworth  44281 

 

Our Mission Statement 

Grace is a community, building its 
tradition through the sharing of the 

good news of Jesus and caring for all 
God’s children. 

 
 
On August 7, Marli Elsass and Cathy Byers joined the 
ladies from First Christian Church at Spunkmeyer’s for 
dinner.  It was a truly nice evening and gave us a chance 
to meet some new friends.   
 
There were 11 of us. The FCC Women’s Ministry invites 
the ladies of Grace to their activities.  There’s a list on the 
Communications Table. 
 
It’s very gracious of the ladies to invite us to their activities.  
I hope that more of us can join them.  
 
 
 
 

Wadsworth First Friday - September 5 - 5:30 to 8:00pm  
 

Wild West Wadsworth 
 

Grace will host Main Street Wadsworth with their 
 hay maze on the front lawn.   

 
 
 
 



“Martha had a sister named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s feet and listened to 
what he was saying.” -Luke 10:39 

And just like that, a new season begins. The summer days are already 
fading into cooler ones (if only slightly cooler). Students and teachers are 
back to school. Many places are ramping up for the busy season that 
comes with Fall.  

That same excitement is upon us at Grace. As you’ll see in this month’s newsletter, there are a lot 
of things happening in September! From Bible studies to confirmation to God’s Work. Our Hands. 
Sunday and more; there is no shortage of ways to plug in to the life of our congregation.  

And yet, I know for many of us, the start of Fall comes with schedules full of activities, brains full of 
appointments and to-do lists, and hands full of projects, tasks, children, and more. Such 
abundance of “things to do and places to be” is often overwhelming.  

This feeling reminds me of one of my favorite stories in the Bible: the story of Mary and Martha with 
Jesus. Jesus and the disciples come to their house and Martha welcomes them in. Martha does 
her job as a good host: she prepares the food, makes sure the guests have all they need, that 
everyone is comfortable and settled. She takes care of all the people and handles all their needs. 

Then she looks at her sister Mary, who isn’t doing any of this, as their culture would expect her to 
do. Instead, Mary sits at Jesus’s feet, listening to what Jesus is saying. Jesus commends Mary, 
saying she has chosen the better part, and it will not be taken from her, and tells Martha “few 
things are needed, indeed only one” (Luke 10:42). 

In the midst of all the busyness, joy, abundance, and overwhelm this season might bring, how 
might you also make space to sit at Jesus’s feet? What do you need to hear from Jesus when you 
feel overwhelmed, busy, and distracted?  

I hope you will find something in this month’s newsletter that inspires you to sit at Jesus’s feet this 
Fall. Maybe it's through Bible study. Maybe it's participating in First Friday. Maybe it's being part of 
a team to help us better serve our neighbors. No matter what, know that Jesus is always with you, 
ready for you to sit at his feet, reset, and rest. 

Let’s pray: 

Dear Jesus, when our lives get busy, help us choose what is most important. When we feel 
overwhelmed, guide us to sit at your feet and rest. In an abundant season with much ahead of us, 
help us practice gratitude for all the blessings you give us. Amen. 

- Pastor Morgan 



Confirmation this Fall 
 

We are excited to continue growing in faith with 
our confirmation cohort! This year, we will learn 
about Lutheran history and theology, and what it 

means to live as Lutheran Christians.  
 

Confirmation sessions begin on September 7 and 
will take place on Sunday evenings. If you know a 
7

th
 or 8

th
 grader who is interested in being part of 

confirmation, contact Pastor Morgan.  

LEAD Love Our  
Neighbors Cohort 

For congregation teams 
curious about neighborhood 

partnerships! As our 
neighborhoods, world, and 
connections to one another 

continue to change each day, 
it becomes vital for our 

congregations to strengthen their roots in the 
neighborhoods where they are planted. We don’t 

have to do this work alone but we can do this 
together in community!  

 
Our congregation is participating in an online 
cohort of churches who have a desire to build 

connections and relationships in their 
neighborhoods. As we seek to better serve our 

community, you are invited to be part of our 
congregation’s cohort this Fall. 

 
What will we do together? 
• Dig into scripture and learning that prepares us 

for holy listening. 
• Practice holy listening with the neighbors 

around our church buildings. 
• Get curious about what the Holy Spirit is calling 

us into as a faith community. 
• Experiment with what we have learned. 
 
Date/Time: September 4th, 18th, October 2nd, 
30th and November 13th from 8:00-9:30 pm via 
Zoom. 
 
Learn more at www.leadconnects.org/love-our-
neighbors-cohort and contact Pastor Morgan if you 
are interested in being part of the team.  

Sanctuary Sound System Update 
 
The updates to our sanctuary sound system 
are well underway. We have been working 
with the sound system company, ElectriSound, 
to finalize a plan for the project based on the 
needs of our congregation. Earlier this year, 
ElectriSound updated some of our equipment, 
and we have already seen an improvement.  
 
The project will be divided into three phases. 
Phase 1 was installed at the end of August, 
which includes an auto-mixer for our 
microphones and updates to existing 
equipment. The Property team and Council will 
review options for Phases 2 (installation of 
new speakers) and Phase 3 (finishing touches 
and training on new technology) upon 
completion of Phase 1.  
 
Thank you to those who donated directly to the 
sound system project, and those who are 
supporting the project through their regular 
giving. Donations can still be made to the 
project by designating checks to “Sound 
System” in the memo line. Through your 
generosity, we will continue Building, Sharing, 
and Caring through this project. Thank you! 

http://www.leadconnects.org/love-our-neighbors-cohort
http://www.leadconnects.org/love-our-neighbors-cohort


Thursday Night Bible Study 
 

Ferocious beasts, apocalyptic images, and Jesus at the center of a cosmic battle . . . does 
Revelation really tell the future? Maybe not in the way you think. 

Thursday night Bible study will kick-off this fall with an 8-week series on the Book of Revelation, 
beginning September 11 from 7:30-
8:30pm in the Gathering Space and 

virtually on Zoom.  
Watch the weekly announcement email or 

reach out to Pastor Morgan  
for the Zoom link.  

We look forward to studying and 
discussing with you. 

LOWELL & RUTH C. STONE  SCHOLARSHIP 
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

DEADLINE TO APPLY:     SEPTEMBER 21 
DATE TO BE AWARDED:    OCTOBER 5 

 
This scholarship is available to any student enrolled in higher 
education; 4-year/2-year college, trade school, etc.  The scholarship 
is based on involvement in the life of Grace Lutheran Church, now or 
in years past, and the influence of God in your life as reflected in your responses to the 
questions on the application - applications are available in the church office and should 
be returned to the church office.  The amount of the scholarship is $1,000, per school 
year, and is not limited to one year per student.  (The application is attached to this 
email along with Grace Notes.) 

SIGN-UP SHEETS ON THE 
COMMUNICATIONS TABLE: 

 
• Euchre - 3rd Friday of the month 
• Community Dinner - 2nd Tuesday of 

the month  
• Worship 

Assistants 
• Fellowship Hour 

(after worship) 
 

  
Every little bit that 
someone does 
helps an awful lot 
and it’s very much 
appreciated! 

Grace Lutheran Church 
OFFICE HOURS (330-335-6501):  

Monday, 9:00am-1:00pm 
Tuesday, 9:00am-1:00pm 

Wednesday – OFFICE CLOSED 
Thursday, 9:00am-1:00pm 

Friday, 9:00am-1:00pm 
Pastor’s workdays are  

Sunday through Thursday. 
 Please call to make an appointment if you 

wish to meet with her.  
Cathy Byers, Office Administrator 

Max Miller, Council President 
Kalyn Davis, Organist 
Bill Young, Custodian 



 

 

The Card Creaters are 
inviting you to work on 
cards.  If you’re 
interested, please join 
them on the September 
4th at 9:30 in the church 
(library).  It looks like fun.  
The cards are then sent 
to our shut-ins for 
special occasions and 
sometimes just for 
thinking of you.  

LOOK, LOOK, LOOK . . .  
we are currently collecting  
• Aluminum Cans (leave the tabs on) 

(various activities) 
• Socks and coffee for Haven of Rest,  

Akron  

You are invited to join us to play euchre 
(whether you’re a pro, novice or would 
like to learn). The date 
is Friday, September 
19. Our evening 
begins at 6:00 p.m. 
with snacks and 
fellowship. Please 
bring snacks to share.  
Sign up at the Communications Table. 

We continue to collect ALUMINUM CANS 
for recycle.  ONLY aluminum cans - no 
food cans or aluminum foil.  Please leave 
the tabs on the cans; we are no longer 
collecting them separately.    Thank you 
to Bill & Gayle Hall for taking the cans 
to PCS Recycling in Barberton.    
 

PLEASE, PLEASE 
MAKE SURE THE 

CANS ARE EMPTY.  
 

Please bag the 
cans.   

   

The next meeting of Grace Book 
Club is Wednesday, September 3

rd 
at 6:00 at 

the home of Steve and Sarah McIlvaine, 303 
Dohner Dr, Wadsworth. 
They’re reading Chasing 
Fireflies by Charles 
Martin.  There’s a copy in 
the church office if you’d 
like to take a look.  Any 
questions, feel free to 
call or text Gayle Hall at  
614-795-7207.  
 
(The book is available at 
Amazon and on Kindle).  

 COMMUNITY  DINNER 
 Join us on September 9

th
 for our 

Community Dinner.  Serving is 5:00-6:00 
p.m. We need volunteers to help cook, 

serve and clean up. If you’d like to 
volunteer, please sign up at                              

the Communications Table 
and be here by 3:00.   

Doors open for  
serving at 4:15. 

Serving God at Grace 
 

 Are you looking for new ways to serve God 
while serving your church? We are looking for 

homebound communion ministers and 
assisting ministers for worship. These are 

meaningful ways of serving God while serving 
others and participating in the life of our 

congregation. Reach out to Pastor Morgan 
with questions and interest. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Combined Worship with FCC and Trinity UCC 
 

We had a wonderful community worship with our friends at First Christian Church and Trinity 
UCC in August. Pastor Adam Marquette (Trinity), Pastor Sarah West (First Christian), and 

Pastor Morgan Annable (Grace) led worship together, including a collaborative sermon. Our 
own musician, Kalyn Davis, led liturgical music and a combined choir. After worship, we enjoyed 

Lemonade on the Lawn and fellowship time with all three congregations.  
Thank you to Kasandra Hernandez and Cathy Byers for taking photos! 

L to R - The Reverend Adam Marquette; The Reverend Sarah West 
and The Reverend Morgan Annable. 

 
There were 179 
in attendance 
and it was 
wonderful to 
share the 
worship and the 
fellowship.   



 

 

 
It was a little warm in the 
sun, but there was a nice 
breeze.   
 
It was an awesome day.   
 
 

J.O.Y. (Just Older Youth - seniors age 60+) 
of First Christian Church, Wadsworth invites seniors of 

Trinity UCC, Grace Lutheran and Medina First 
Christian Churches to join us for a potluck and 

fellowship.  
Thursday, September 11 @ 11:30am at River Styx 

Park shelter, 8200 River Styx Rd, Wadsworth 
 

Fried chicken, beverages, paper products &  
utensils provided. 

 
Bring an appetizer, side dish or dessert along with a lawn chair and 

fishing pole (if you’re so inclined).  
 

Sign up by September 7 at the Communications Table.  
 





 

Dennis & Grace Romis - September 8 - 58 
Walter & Cindy Kindig - September 22 - 41 

 

  
 3 Max Miller 
 
10 Finley Bluey 
 
11 Josh Kurt 
     Lucille Worrell - 98 
 
18 Dominic Pignato 

  
21 Diane Miller 
 
22 Nate Annable 
 
24 Elaine Lyren - 84 
 
26 Tom Borgmann 
 

Praying for Nancy Blewitt, Ray Buck, Marilyn Chapman, Jim Crawford (Bill Young’s friend), Kim 
Donovan, Vicki Graf, Rae Jean Heberling, Jon Hibian, Cindy 
Kindig, Walt Kindig, Ruth Knopf, Jan Louis, Sandy Miracle, 
Carol Prentiss, Carol Ratajczyk, Bev & Bob Schumann, 
David Snyder, Isla Stewart (Walt & Cindy Kindig’s 
granddaughter), Angie Sass (friend of Melissa Otanicar). 
 
Praying for those serving in the Armed Forces – Sam 
Adams, Antonio Buccino, Aaron Burnham, Bryan Chapman, 
Dan Hines, Ryan Crymes, Matthew McMillen, Michael Mogg. 
 

Volunteers are always welcome to lector, serve as 
Communion assistants, ushers and Fellowship. 
Please consider volunteering for any of these 
‘duties’.  Your help is much 
appreciated (and 
essential).  If you can help, 
there’s a sign-up sheet on 
the Communications 
Table.  
 
 

Grace Lutheran Church 
service airs Sundays at 
3:30pm and 6:30pm and 

Mondays at Noon on channel 
15 on CityLink, channel 1023 
for those that still use a cable 
box on spectrum and can be 

viewed on demand 
at watchwctv.com scroll down 
the left-hand side and click on 
Grace Lutheran Church.  This 

is much easier.  It’s also 
shared on our Facebook page 

on Tuesday. 

Follow us on Social Media 
Are you on Instagram and Facebook? Now, you 

can subscribe to our YouTube channel too! 
Follow our church pages for even more updates, 

photos, devotions, and more!  
 

 

 

@GraceLutheranWadsworth 

http://watchwctv.com/


SEPTEMBER 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Office Closed 
NO Bal Class 

2 
10:00 KM (N) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 

3 
10:00 KM (N) 
 
 
6:00 Book 
Club@ 
McIlvaines’ 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
6:30 AA (FR) 

4 
 
9:30 Card 
Creaters  
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
 
6:30 Worship 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 First 
Friday 

6 
10:00 KM (N) 

7 
9:00 Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation 
  

8 
1:00 Wads WC 
Bd (GS) 
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
 
6:30 Bal Class 

9 
10:00 KM (N) 
 
 
 
 
5:00 Comm 
Dinner 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 

10 
10:00 KM (N) 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
 
6:30 AA (FR) 

11 
  
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
 
6:30 Worship 
 
7:30 B Study 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
9:00 FL (FH) 
 
10:00 KM (N) 

14 
9:00 Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation 

15 
  
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
 
6:30 Bal Class  

16 
 10:00 KM (N) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 

17 
10:00 KM (N) 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
 
6:30 AA (FR) 

18 
12:00 Wads 
Women’s Club 
(FH) 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
 
6:30 Worship 
 
7:30 B Study 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Euchre 

20 
10:00 KM (N) 

21 
9:00 Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
 
6:30 Bal Class  

23 
10:00 KM (N) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 

24 
10:00 KM (N) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
 
6:30 AA (FR) 

25 
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
 
6:30 Worship 
 
7:30 B Study 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
10:00 KM (N) 
 

28 
9:00 Worship 
 
11:00 Council/ 
Staff Retreat 
 
 
 
 
Confirmation 
 

29 
 
Pastor out  
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH) 
 
6:30 Bal Class 

30 
10:00 KM (N) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 FL (FH)  

 WORSHIP 
Sunday 9:00  

 
Thursday 

6:30  
 
 

FH -  Fellowship 
         Hall 
 
 

GS -   
    Gathering   
    Space 
FR -   
     Fireplace 
     Room 
L - Library 
S - Sanctuary 
N - Nursery 
 
 
 

FL - Footlighters 
 
HS - Head Start 
 
KM - 
Kindermusik  
 
 
 
 
 

   
Your continued support of the church is so appreciated.  Even 
when you’re not able to be in church, the expenses of the church continue.   
Thank you.  
 
Grace Lutheran Church    
146 High St                     or  PO Box 406 
Wadsworth  44281     Wadsworth  44282 


